
New Kindergarten Entry Requirements 
 
How old does my child have to be to enter kindergarten? 
 
For the 2022-23 school year, incoming kindergarten students must be five years of age on or before 
the start date of the school they attend. Students entering schools in the Carson City School District 
must be five on or before Monday, August 15, unless they have attended pre-kindergarten in a school 
or home school setting and have a birthday before September 30, 2022. Parents must provide an 
affidavit as proof of Pre-K enrollment for students enrolled in home or private school programs.  
 
Does this new rule apply to all schools, including charter schools? 
 
Yes, all students in the state are required to follow the new entry date requirements set by the Nevada 
Department of Education. The amendment to NRS 392.040 requires students entering kindergarten to 
be five years of age on or before the first date of a school year unless they have attended pre-
kindergarten in a school or home school setting and have a birthday before September 30, 2022. 
 
If my child turns five after the start of the school year, can they be admitted into kindergarten? 
 
Unfortunately, NRS 392.040 states that for students to start kindergarten, they need to be five on or 
before the start date of the school they attend for the school year. Therefore, students who turn five 
after the start date will have to wait until the following year to attend kindergarten. 
 
My child is currently attending a pre-k program and won’t be five on time to start kindergarten. Can 
they enter kindergarten this upcoming school year? 
 
According to the Nevada Department of Education, for the 2022-2023 school year only, students who 
have attended a preschool setting and whose birthday falls between the first day of school and 
September 30 (the previous start date for kindergarten) are allowed to continue to the next grade 
level. 
 
For students who attend a home based or private school program, families must complete an affidavit 
stating that their child attends a preschool program AND will be five years old on or before September 
30, 2022. This exemption only applies to children attending kindergarten for the 2022-2023 school 
year. 
 
My child is academically ready for kindergarten but won’t be five until after the start of the school 
year. Can she take a readiness test to be admitted? 
 
Admission to kindergarten is based on the student’s age by the start of the school year. All incoming 
kindergarten students take a readiness assessment, but that is not a form of admission. 
 
If my family moves to Carson City after the start of the school year, can my child be admitted into 
kindergarten? 
 
If your child was five on the date that school started, your child will be admitted to kindergarten.  


